Story 1 Chopin, "Story of an Hour"
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
Post your comments on Chopin's SHORT story here.  [image: Laughing]  There is certainly a powerful dénoument here.  What incorrect assumption is made about Mrs. Mallard's death by those around her?
Again, a brief setting--our author highlights the power that one hour can have in a person's life.  Do you remember the first lesson, when I mentioned peripeteia?  How does that word fit this story?
Example of how to respond to these question
EX From student: I enjoy this story and always laugh about how odd of a storyline as well as ending it has. I believe the first time I read it was my sophomore English class. When I saw the title, I thought it sounded familiar but knew exactly what story it was once I began reading. The first time I read this story I remember I was very confused and stumped by the end of the story, and I know the rest of my classmates were as well. Once we discussed it I remember realizing how many little yet symbolic details were included that I had just not noticed. This time reading I had noticed the importance the setting had on the story as well as Louise Mallard’s facial expressions. On page 147 it is said that “She could see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all aquiver with the new spring life. The delicious breath of rain was in the air. In the street below a peddler was crying his wares. The notes of a distant song which someone was singing reached her faintly, and countless sparrows were twittering in the eaves. There were patches of blue sky showing here and there through the clouds that had met and piled one above the other in the west facing her chair”. The weather and the surrounding environment of Lousie’s house is reflective of her emotions. The chirping birds, blue sky, and the breath of rain in the air all relate to the feeling of relief and her newly found freedom from her husband. The most important piece I noticed was “the new spring life”. In the fall and winter, plants begin to die, leaves begin to fall, and animals hibernate and retire for the colder months. However, when spring rolls around we all feel this sense of a new beginning and are welcomed in the rebirth of nature. These emotions we feel during the change of winter to spring is exactly how Louise is feeling about her husband’s death (strange, I know). She feels like she is being reborn and has a new life in front of her knowing that she is free from her husband and is independent. She can be compared to a spring flower that is beginning to grow and blossom from the dirt into an unexpected flower after a long and cold winter. 
Bottom of Form
Story 2: An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge
For those of you who watched the film version:  I'm interested in your thoughts on the movement in tension of the plot: when you DON'T know exactly what is going to happen versus when you DO know what is going to happen.  I find that even though I know the ending, when watching the film, I still experience that tension, wondering and waiting for that moment.
For many of us, as we read the story, we know SOMETHING is not as it seems but we're not sure exactly what that is.  You?
Let's refresh our memories on plot:  is this a unified plot or episodic?  Defend your response.
I'm also interested in the plot movement in time here.  I could make the case that most of the story takes place in less than a minute.  Thoughts?



Story 3: Clemens, "A Medieval Romance
Soooooo... some dénouement, huh?  "The Lady or the Tiger" by Frank Stockton is the more well-known story with this kind of ending, but Mark Twain's version came out more than a decade earlier than Stockton's.
Challenge, for 10 bonus points:  Write a paragraph that changes the ending of "A Medieval Romance" from an open to a closed dénouement.  Email me your paragraph.  If several of you submit endings, I will create a forum and post the paragraphs anonymously; the class will vote on the best ending.  The student who receives the most votes will garner an additional 5 bonus points.  (If you need a couple of paragraphs to really be creative, that's fine--but keep it relatively brief.)

EX From Student 
When I reached the end of the story, I actually laughed at the paragraph Twain included about the situation he put the characters in, and how he doesn’t even know how it will end for them! This made me think back to the writing styles of Katherine Anne Porter and how she always wrote her stories with the ending in mind in order to have a successful storyline from start to finish. Well, if she read this story I think he would be very unhappy!! Yes, each reader can predict their own ending to the story, but I definitely would have preferred if there was an ending written by Twain that could be analyzed, or perhaps two different ones. The character development of Conrad is what makes me wonder what the ending would be like and what his decision would have been. He feels guilty once his father explains the mystery plan to him: "Oh; my father, is it for this my life hath been a lie! Was it that I might cheat my unoffending cousin of her rights? Spare me, father, spare your child!". Even when he told his cousin he did not love her and did not want to marry her he was upset. I think he was upset due to the fact that he is lying to her and she does not know the full truth behind his reign: “A minute afterward she was crying and sobbing there, and Conrad was crying and sobbing in his chamber. Both were in despair. Both save ruin staring them in the face”. I don’t think Conrad can live normally knowing the magnitude of his secret and how much it can impact his cousin and that she does not deserve that. Although Conrad’s father is quite adamant on the situation and does not care about how it will affect the cousin, even he is shocked come the ending: “At one and the same moment, he and his grim old father swooned and fell to, the ground.” I was able to picture this scene as if it was a style of movie like Shrek, and the over-exaggeration of the characters fainting and the audible gasp of the crowd surrounding them.

Task Answer the question being ask. Don’t answer the question with answer from the internet make sure you actually read the story and answer it like how the students responds
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